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Message from Wes   
I haven’t seen all the things that you all are doing yet to keep yourselves busy but I am sure the 

list is long and varied. Thankfully it shouldn’t take much to keep all you old folks entertained and busy 
with all the naps, etc.. I figured you all haven’t gotten too many “old” joked lately so I didn’t want you to 
get too out of practice. In all seriousness, I am wondering how you are managing your spiritual lives 
during this time. Has it changed? Are you doing more or less? 

One of the things that we know for a fact is that throughout history times of personal or societal 
struggle have often been key moments for people’s faith. That feeling of vulnerability that comes along 
with a situation like this can often be an entry point for God. Not because God is acting differently, but 
because we have lowered some of our walls of independence and self reliance. It is often at these 
moments that we realize our fragility and our interdependence on one another and on God. I would 
encourage each of you to see this as a biblical wilderness experience. A time of preparation for what 
lies ahead. What does that mean in practical terms? 

First and foremost that means to pray. Talk to God. I will be saying more about this in my 
next video, but prayer is the bedrock of our relationship with God. Next on the list is study. Study the 
word of God. Just read it. If you have other resources to help you understand it then that is great, but 
either way, read the scripture and trust that God will help you see what you need to see. Last, but not 
least, is sharing with someone. That may mean someone who is at home with you or you may need to 
pick up the phone. I have asked Crystal to set up a private chat group on Facebook that will be only for 
church members. This will be a way for you all to talk to one another without anyone outside the church 
seeing what you have to say. This will be a place to encourage one another and strengthen our 
connections.  

At the end of the day my advice to you is to not waste this time worrying, but rather make 
it a fruitful time in the wilderness.  
 

Mark your calendar for Holy Week: 
April 5 is Palm Sunday 
April 9 is Maundy Thursday 
April 10 is Good Friday 
Easter Sunday is April 12 
 

Easter has not been cancelled ….only the gathering of people.   
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Bare Necessities Update: 

We are finishing up our last fidget blanket to meet our original goal of 10 completed blankets. We've 
created some very unique and fun blankets that we hope will bring comfort and joy to some of the older 
members of our community. Marily and I are working on confirmation of where they will go. This 
Sunday I am meeting Sharon Owen who is with Sisters of Mercy.  She is picking up the diaper kits that 
were completed during 2019 work days as their trips to Haiti are resuming as soon as the travel ban is 
lifted.  Dr. Lawson is planning to lead the 30th Team Mercy to Haiti (serving in the Alpha Omega 
Medical Clinic) and will be taking the diaper kits with her.  All of these gifts have been blessed by Wes 
and will carry God's love to those in need. 

As our way of life is being shaken up a little bit and we are having to stay distant physically there are 
still needs to be met and ways to get involved.  Our group is going online and working remotely.  We 
will be working to coordinate pick ups and drop off of work and progression onto our next project.  We 
will begin making feminine hygiene kits that will be going to the women in the Focus on Haiti program 
(Gros Morne Region).  We are targeting a goal of 100 kits over the next few months.  We've also 
invited the congregation to become involved in our Work/Support from home opportunities.  Below are 
the various jobs we have available and we've already been getting offers to help!  Please email me / 
text me if you'd like to be involved. 

Tracing patterns onto fabric  / cutting out pieces 
Assembly / tacking of pocket pieces (needs a sewing machine but very little sewing skill needed)  

           Sewing pockets, sewing inserts, sewing shields 
           Applying snapping and assembling finished kits. 

We also need supplies that could help with future projects:  
 Cotton button down shirts (for fidget quilts)  20 - 30 to start 

Suitcases (for packing up kits for transport) - wheeled preferred.    4-5 to start. 

Stay safe and healthy!      Dawn  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Here’s What Members of the Congregation are Doing While Sheltering at Home! 
(Thanks for sending these.  We have another month to go, so keep them coming.  I’ll file them away for 
May’s Newsletter.  Meanwhile, stay home and stay safe!) 

From Kathy and Mike: 

Spent nearly 15 hours ( total) on hold with travel vendors and credit card trying to cancel our Dominican 
Republic trip scheduled for this week.... still have not been able to get through to all!!  

Surprised my mom with a Zoom virtual call with all 11 of her grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren ... 
they connected in 6 states and 3 time zones at the same time!  
 
From Nancy and Heyward: 
We are not really doing differently, except getting daily calls from our children demanding that we stay 
put. Our response has been that we are behaving in our usual manner (whatever they think). We are 
reading, breaking our vow not to watch the news and watching the "coronavirus" network, doing 
puzzles, gluing rocks onto wine bottles, had 2 good days to boat ride, riding around in our truck to 
break the cabin fever. ( We don't go into Ingles or any place).  

Really love the church services thru Wes. We give our love to all.  Nancy & Heyward 
 

From Frankie: 
I have been walking with a friend keeping at least 6 feet apart on opposite sides of the street.  I 
appreciate We’s messages! 

 

From John and Courtney: 
Hi,  Courtney and I have been playing board games.  Personally I have been praying a lot, reading my 
Bible, and watching “The Three Stooges” on dvd.  Trying to keep my sanity intact! 

 

From Sharon: 
Staying home and planting flowers!  Also, cleaning out cabinets and closets.  Architectural Digest can 
come photograph any time.  I’m ready! 

From Barbara: 
Hope you are safe and healthy. I wanted to share one thing. I have  been able to download library 
books on my ipad using North Carolina Digital Library. Just put your library number and check books 
out.    My day is to get up and lift weights, go for walks with Mitzi, getting some staining and painting 
done.  Then decide what pj's to put back on.  

Reading is a favorite of mine. Calling family and  friends. Staying in and wishing this was over. Hope to 
see everyone soon.  



 
 

From Kelly: 
I stopped by Blue Ridge Humane Society where Charley 
and I volunteer to check on their foster needs in case they 
had to close. I accidently ended up adopting a new dog 
instead. 
 
She is settling in well and it has been a great distraction 
for us all. They are still looking for fosters and are doing 
adoptions by appointment if anyone is interested - being 
home makes it a great time to do so! 
https://www.blueridgehumane.org/ 

 

From Harriet and Robert: 
I actually made Irish Soda Bread from 
scratch and, unbelievably, it was good.  The 
picture is of another I made yesterday, not 
as pretty, but just as good.  

Robert spends his time working with his 
stamps and coins and a lot of EBay Selling, 
but takes a break to play Rummikub with 
me, and I have lost the last 10 games.  

We totally enjoy Wes’ services and 
messages.  They really tend to keep us 

close and I can vision our congregation in the church with him, but not at 
80 degrees!  Harriet and Robert 
 

From Marily: 
Nancy and  Tom  did a yeoman’s job mulching the 
playground with 16 bags of rubberized mulch. THANK 
YOU!!  

 

Maybe a jigsaw puzzle is 
something you might enjoy 
... if you want to try one, let 
me know. See the note of 
encouragement below…  

  Choose to be thankful, help others whenever you can and enjoy every 
moment of every day.  

https://www.blueridgehumane.org/


 
 

From Diane: 
 Now is a good time to make hats and/or scarves for the homeless shelter and Salvation Army for next 
fall and winter. There are some very easy patterns online and Michael's and JoAnne's have some good 
yarn sales going on. How To Crochet A Hat For Beginners - Knit And Crochet Daily 

From Richard and Patti:  
We finished moving what belongings we had decided to fit into our smaller home at Lake Lure on 
March 7th, also without a carport, carport shed and small separate storage shed.  Since that time we 
have been unpacking, finding places to put items and realizing life is going to be much simpler in Lake 
Lure without so much stuff.  

Patti has been busy making “to 
keep or not keep” decisions, 
textIng or talking with children and 
grandchildren, Mabel, the dog, has 
been sleeping, and I have been 
moving, unpacking, and carrying 
trash to the green boxes.  All of this 
being quite a task for three very 
mature mammals.  

 

From Susan: 
Ruby and I have been busy.  Earrings are finished.  Gourds are still in 
process. Ruby says to tell everyone that she doesn’t sleep ALL the time! 

 
Editor’s Note:   ArtScape 
Hendersonville, a program of the Art 
League of Henderson County, is an 
annually changing cornucopia of 40 
banners with the artwork of local artists 
in downtown Hendersonville creating a unique outdoor gallery 
experience. Susan has been 
selected to be one of the 
featured artists.  This is a great 
honor.  You can see more about 
this on their website  
artscapehvl.org 
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From Crystal and Buddy: 
We are making the best of staying at home.  Very thankfully, we are 
both still working our normal 40 hour a week job from home.  We have 
been blessed by not being furloughed.  We miss our church family and 
we miss the activities that we normally participate in.  We re-subscribed 
to Blue Apron so that we had some variety in our meals.  I get tired of 
figuring out what to make each night.  This gives me 3 nights of no 
planning.  
 
We planted our "yarden" this weekend.  We planted some veggies and 
we have a few more coming in the mail this week.  We haven't had one 
since we moved to Lake Lure.  We are praying for a good growing 
season.  We have had mixed results in the past so we will see.  We 
have started putting a puzzle together to keep us busy in the evening.  
 
We have enjoyed the videos that Wes has sent.  They keep us connected to all of you.  Stay safe and 
keep healthy! 
 
From Carlann and Dave:  
Dave is busy with the schools getting meals to the children and 
keeping things going. Even on a visit to the Biltmore gardens, he 
is on the phone trying to figure out the next step in running a 
school system without school buildings! Carlann is painting and 
enjoying time in the garden.  Oh… and reading about what 
everyone else is doing and putting this newsletter together.  
 
 
From Amy Spanjers:  
I'm feeling a little cooped up but we are keeping busy with garden work and mini projects in the shop. 
Speaking of gardens, spring has sprung on Bearwallow.  
 

 
 
 The Second Baby Squirrel!  
 
(Editor’s Note:)  What a great time to have things to 
take care of! 
As for me, I am missing those smiles!!  
  
 
 
 
 



 
 

From Julie: 
I gave blood, hauled fabulous aged leaf mulch dirt to gardens around 
the yard. Planting seeds, Transplanting, getting my yoga in every day, 
Cooking a lot. I made the chocolate cake from the M&M cake mix with a 
chocolate ganache on top. OMG! s, Calling neighbors and church 
members, enjoying spring, Swapping out summer and winter clothes, 
decorating for Easter, bringing flowers in the house, Walking the dog 
several times, Reading books, procrastinating paperwork and cleaning. 
Cutting off legs of overalls to make them short. 
 
 
 
 
From Alice and Danny and the Flowering Bridge: 

 
Danny and I continue to 
volunteer at the Flowering 
Bridge. It’s still a place where 
people can come for exercise 
and soul-nurturing if they feel 
comfortable doing so and 
respect social distancing of at 
least six feet from the 
gardeners and other visitors. 
A lot is blooming now, 
including the heather.  

 
Danny and I feel so lucky to have adopted Daisy last July because she’s 
such good company. Danny has been keeping busy around the house 
and in the yard. And he hasn’t lost his sense of humor.  I’ve been taking classes online and getting 
together with friends via Zoom. (You need the free app to do that )  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

From Jim and Wendy: 
The caption that came with this photo said: Jim cannot read music or play a song … he was just tooting 
his own horn!!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Wendy is working puzzles.  (Did you check out how many years it takes before you started it?) 
Jim has been playing golf… keeping his appropriate distance! 
  

 
The Vestry met on March 11.  
  
Sara attended the Vestry Leadership Day and reported on her positive 
experience.  
 
Crush and Run has been put down with re-seeding to be done at a later 
date. We have 3 roof estimates and will have discussion at the next 

meeting to compare them.  We are also working to replace smoke detectors.  
 
Planned Giving:  Wes asked us to be mindful of keeping the momentum up with this.   Suggestions 
were:  feature a different portion to write an article for the newsletter, dinners occasionally, send 
information about Planned Giving to the congregation, order more of the comprehensive brochures. 

 
 A motion was approved to donate to LLCA 5K fundraiser. 

Evangelism:  Wes led a discussion on evangelism and what it looked like.  Ministries in place such as 
movie night and the new Taize are examples.  Suggestions were made for other ways to reach out into 
the community.  Wes encouraged the vestry to brainstorm, put it in writing, and bring it to the next 
meeting.  

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Happy April Birthdays!   
Tim and Silas Turner 4, Wes Shields 6, Clarke Ward 9, Charlene 
Efird 11, Whitney Turner 13, Mike Maziarka 22, Sara Gray 27,  
 Don HInton 29. 
 
 

Happy April Anniversaries!  
Mary and Bryant Williams 11, Buddy and Crystal Morrison 20, Amy and Ray Spanjers 25,  
Carl and Saundra Nelson 30 
 
Note: If we miss your birthday or anniversary, please let Carlann know so we can include it in our directory!  
 

 
Please pray for our men and women in the military and those serving in other 
areas of conflict:    Daniel Crane, Ralph Salamone, Hamilton Jordan, Hunter 
Fitzpatrick, Zach Poole, Daniel McNary, Buchanan Gault 
 
 

 Those Who Are Sick  
Gertrude, Ackie Okpych,JoAnne Okpych, Joanne Woodcock, Barbara Freeman, 

Nathan Scruggs, Chelsea Parks, Barbara Meliski, Kaitlyn McElreath, Brendan 
Parks, John & JoAnne D’Onbro, Jordan Mangyn, Teresa Wheeler, Joe, Don, Joe 
Carter, Angelique, Lynn Morehead, Zeke Riddle, Francesco Giambelluca, Tony 
Mauldin, Carlton Poutnot, Darlene Spivey, Rosa Norris, Lisa Publicover, Johnny 

Auld, Rick Covey, Susan Brooks, Richard Glassen, Ned Brown, Aaron White, Charlene Efird, Erna & 
Clarence Scherping,  Liz Adcock, Miriam McClure, Nancy Sauerwein, Malcolm Tucker, Carolyn Tucker, 

Dr. Thomas Labreche, Elliot Hodges, Harry Paulus, Paul Raines, Rich Bond, Linda Carter, Gene 
Seymour, Race Artz, the Webster family, Mary Stroman 
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