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This year for our Lenten program we are going to study The 
Case For Christ by Lee Strobel. We will be using a study guide 
that can be ordered from Amazon for $7 entitled The Case for 
Christ a Six Session Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus. 
Prior to study it would be helpful for you to read the book, which 
is also available on Amazon for $10, or watch the movie. The 
movie is available on DVD for $10 or it is free on Netflix. If you 
would like to set up a time prior to view the movie, let me know 
and I will be glad to facilitate that. If you have trouble ordering 
these or would like me to get you one, just let me know. 

 Even if you don’t read the book or watch the movie I hope you 
will come and be a part of our program. There is a lot to learn and I think it will help answer many of 
the questions that I hear on a regular basis. There is will also be children’s chapel in the new chapel 
room of the Rectory so they will be learning during that time as well. Our sessions will begin February 
21st at 5:30 and we will meet every Wednesday at 5:30 through March 28th.  These will be potluck 
meals and I hope you can attend.  

 
Annual Meeting  
The Annual Meeting was held on Jan 28 during the 10 o’clock service time.  Outgoing vestry 
members JoAnne Ellingson and Mike Boff were recognized.  Heyward Nettles and Rob Fye were 
elected to the vestry by acclamation.   Julie Maziarka will serve as Sr. Warden and Patrick Warncke 
will continue as Jr. Warden.  Carlann Scherping will serve as clerk (not a member of vestry). Outgoing 
Sr. Warden Marta Campbell and Jr. Warden Patrick Warncke were recognized for their service. 
 
Wes reported our average Sunday attendance for 2017 was 71.3.  We had seven funerals, two 
baptisms, and no weddings.  Wes commented that our aging population brings up the question of 
how do we continue to be vital and relevant as cultural norms change.  Wes also said that the Heart 
and Soul of this Parish is us - the people. Even through disagreements and differences of opinion, 
even when we have hurt feelings, we go to each other and work things out. Our relationships are 
more important than the issues.  That, he said, is the Spirit of this congregation and that is maturity. 
Finally, Wes reminded us that everything we do is ultimately about the people who are NOT in church 
with us. To grow, we have to live out our faith by serving Christ in the world.  
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New Chapel Room 
There is a new meeting space available in the rectory!  Across the hallway from the nursery is a new 
Chapel Room.  This will be a space for children's Christian education during the adult programs held 
at monthly potluck and Lenten dinners. It will also serve as a meeting space for studies, AD groups, 
or any others that wish to use it.  Many thanks to the vestry for approving the funds to improve this 
space, as well as the following who lent their talents in various ways to complete the project: Kelly 
Shirah, Veryle Lynn Cox, Amy Spanjers, Don & Connie Connell & Susan Brooks.  I encourage you to 
take a moment to take a look at this new space next time you are at the church!       Laura 

 

Children’s Christian Education 

The Children’s Sunday School class 
received their own copies of Children of God 
Storybook Bible.  This is the book they have 
been using as the guide for the curriculum 
this year.  Now they have a copy to enjoy at 
home.  
 
In January, the children have been learning 
about the beginning of Jesus's ministry. They 
learned about Jesus getting lost in 
Jerusalem when he was twelve and how he 
amazed the teachers with his knowledge. 
We made scrolls with the three things Jesus 
has told us we must do: Love God, love 
others, and love ourselves.  Then we talked 
about how even though they are young, they 
can still share their love for God with others, just like Jesus did in the temple when he was a boy.  
                                    Amy, Gloria, and Carlann 
   

 

TCW News  (Transfiguration Church Women) 
 
There will not be a TCW meeting on February 13th.  Our regular date 
is the same as the Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner and we are 
hoping everyone will come to the dinner.  We will meet again on 
March 13 at 12:30.   Bring a lunch and join us at 12 for a little 
fellowship before the meeting. 

At the January meeting, we welcomed Harriet Taylor as our new president.  Carlann will be our new Outreach 
and Programs chair.  Other officers remain the same.   We are looking forward to 2018 and discovering new 
ways to serve Christ in the world.  
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February Birthdays:   
Gloria Anders 2/1;   Julie Maziarka 2/7;   Marily Floyd 2/6;  
Lisa Fye 2/11;  Joanne Okpych, Chuck Watkins 2/14;  
Marcia Hardy 2/15;   Tucker Shields, Robert Taylor  2/16;  
Adam Shirah, Jennifer Whitesides  2/17 ;  Zt Whitesides 2/21; 
Deme Weaver 2/22;     Don Connell and Gary Seymour 2/23.  

 
 

February Anniversaries: 
Danna and Bruce Jones  2/3 
Barbara and Tony Mauldin 2/18 
Adam and Kelly Shirah  2/19 
Diane and Chuck Merrick  2/21 

 
 
Please pray for our men and women in the military and those serving in 
other areas of conflict:    Daniel Crane, Ralph Salamone, Hamilton Jordan, 
Hunter Fitzpatrick, Zach Poole. 
 
Please pray for members who are in the hospital and who are sick:  
Gertrude, Ackie Okpych, Bertha Witt, Joanne Woodcock, Anne Hinton, 
Barbara Freeman, Betty Zieger, Charlene Efird, Nathan Scruggs, Chelsea 
Parks, Barbara Meliski, Kaitlyn McElreath, Brendan Parks, JoAnne D’Onbro, 
Carlton Pernell, Jordan Mangyn, Teresa Wheeler, Shirley Martin, Joe, Don, 
Joe Carter, Watts Stroman, Marshall Brooks, Don Connell, Nancy Hobbs, 
Angelique, Steward Mauldin, Carlton Poutnot, Lynn Morehead. 
 

 
Reflection on Fr. Wes’s State of the Church Address at the Annual Meeting 

I would like to reflect, very briefly, on Wes' message given at our Annual Meeting.   He asked 
that we care for each other. That that is the true spirit of this congregation.  For instance, if we have 
not seen someone in church for a while to give them a call, and check in.  In reading the bulletin, 
there are various anniversaries/birthdays, etc. listed.  Maybe it is YOU that might reach out and let 
them know someone cares.  

 Although we, in the Caring Friends ministry, do try to reach out with phone calls, cards, etc., I 
am sure that we miss someone from time-to-time, or simply fail to recognize someone's absence. 
With that being said, wouldn't be wonderful if our efforts were duplicated, tripled, etc.!!!!  I do hope you 
will listen to what Wes said.  Join us in reaching out to others, and adding YOUR spirit in the gift of 
giving.  
                                                                                                                                   Hugs, Wendy  
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Transfiguration hosted the Cursillo gathering and Holy Conversations for the Hendersonville 
Deanery of which we are a part.  The Cursillo begins with a three day weekend that is 
intended to deepen our relationships 
with Christ.  Our church has been 
active Cursillo, but across the 
diocese, interest in attending a 
Cursillo weekend has resulted in 

cancellations.  Bishop José, in hopes of finding a way 
for Cursillo to be more relevant , has implemented a 
Season of Reflection.  Each deanery in the diocese will 
have an opportunity to meet with the Discernment 
Team to discuss the future of Cursillo in our diocese. 
Eight members of our Church were present along with 
others from across the diocese.  Laura Shields gave 
the witness talk about our the Candlelight 
Remembrance Service.  
 

Backyard Sports - Basketball - Winter 2018 
 

We are FINALLY off and running with our first winter basketball program here at the church. Our first 
week brought 10 kids and 6 adult volunteers.  Despite the intermittent rain, the younger kids had fun learning 
the basic skills of ball handling: dribbling, passing and shooting, while the older kids concentrated more on 
strategy along with practicing their skills. 

When the cool rain rain brought us inside, all the kids learned how to play Four Square, a fun game 
requiring focus, good eye-hand coordination and good sportsmanship.  

 
They enjoyed snacks of bananas, oranges, string 
cheese, granola bars, goldfish and hot cocoa to warm 
them up.  Wes presented each of them with a Backyard 
Sports water bottle to bring with them each week.  
  
If anyone is interested in helping with this wonderful 
ministry, please come any Monday afternoon at 3:15 pm 
and join the fun. Our basketball season will go through 
February.            Marily 
  

 
An easy way to support our Backyard Games on Monday afternoons is to contribute to the snacks the kids 
enjoy. While out and about, pick up some of the items listed below and bring them with you to church on 
Sunday or any day that is convenient. Be sure to label them for Backyard Games and leave them in the kitchen 
refrigerator or on the cabinet.  Fruit such as bananas, easy peel clementines, apples, quartered oranges are 
great. Other suggestions are granola bars, cubed or string cheese, pretzels, crackers with cheese or peanut 
butter, goldfish. High sugar items are limited.  On average, we have 10-12 boys and girls and they are hungry! 

Thanks,  Saundra 
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December 2017 Vestry Minutes Summary 
 

Vestry shared responses to questions from Wes about Shared Life Lessons.  Fr. Wes urged is to remember 
why we shared our responses to these questions.  Evangelism is about sharing our life lessons and 
relationship to God with others. 

● What has God taught me through illness and  
● What has God taught me from disappointment? 

Fr. Wes has worked on weather proofing the parish hall. 
Backyard sports has proved to be a bonding community effort with about half the adults involved not 

from our church.   A broader coverage accident policy  which would include firewood ministry, backyard sports, 
etc. was approved at an extra $350.00 yearly. 

Fr. Wes answered the Rector Objectives for 2017 and the vestry voted to approve the full bonus of 
$3,900.  

 
January 2018 Vestry Minutes Summary 

 
Due to absences,  evangelism questions and answers from vestry will continue in February. 

Fat Tuesday (Shrove Tuesday) will be held February 13th at 5:30 in the Parish Hall.  The community 
dinners will be held the first Sunday of the month only. 

Mike Boff has agreed to head up the newly formed “Buildings and Grounds Committee to assist Patrick 
in his Jr. Warden responsibilities.  

The Firewood Ministry has expanded its reach through working with the Hickory Nut Gorge Outreach. 
Wes estimated 50-60 cords of wood over the course of the year to approximately 20 families have been 
delivered.  

Backyard sports will be switching from soccer at Morse Park to basketball at the church.  Wes had 
water bottles made up with our logo on them to hand out to kids, parents and helpers.  

Utility costs have dropped dramatically with 
the improvements that have been made. 

Mike Boff and JoAnne Ellingson are rotating 
off vestry this year (Thank You!).  We welcome 
Heyward Nettles and Rob Fye.  Julie Maziarka will be 
Sr. Warden and Patrick will be Jr. Warden. 

After extended discussion regarding the 
possible purchase of the Thatcher house, JoAnne 
made a motion that we not match the $100,000 offer. 
Patrick seconded.  A split vote approved the motion.  

 
 

Photo: Outgoing Sr Warden, Marta Campbell and Jr. 
Warden Patrick Warncke were recognized for their 
service on Vestry for 2017 at the Annual Meeting.  
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 
Financial Overview Year 2017 

 
For the year January 1 through December 31, 2017 our Operating Revenues of $155,221 were greater  
than Operating Expenses of $144,820 by $10,401.  
 
Revenue Comparison This Year vs Last Year:  

2016      2017 
General Fund Contributions $151,304 $151,963 
Interest & Investment Income       2,411       2,607    
Miscellaneous Revenue       1,508          651 
Total Revenue for Church Operations $155,223 $155,221 
 
Expenses This Year vs Last Year:  
 
Operate our Church Facility $  29,930 $  24,418 
Rector Compensation & Benefits     87,189     98,677 
Worship Programs & Outreach     26,461     21,725 
Total Operational Expenses $143,581 $144,820 
 
Excess (Deficit) Operating Revenues  

After Operating Expenses             $  11,642 $  10,401  
 
Revenues Donated for Specific Purposes      $   7,371 $    5,846 
 
For comparative purposes, the above Operating Revenues and Expenses do not reflect the  
E-Mail Scam resulting in a loss to our Money Market account of $19,980.  That amount is reflected in the above 
Money Market account balance. Including that as a non-operating expense shows a net Deficit for this year of ($9,578) 
 
God has Blessed us through growth in our ministries to the local area and other parts of the world as we love and care 
for our Church Family.  
 
Respectfully Submitted. 
JoAnne Ellingson, Treasurer 
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M&M  Game Day  Wednesday Feb 21  

1 - 3 pm. in the Parish Hall 
Get out of the cold and come in for the fun.  

It’s an afternoon of all kinds of games! 
Join us for prizes, fun, friends, hot cider, cocoa and snacks!  

 
 

 

February 13 at 5:30  

Pancake Supper in the Parish Hall. 

 
 

 
KIDS’ NIGHT OUT    
February 23  5-8 pm 

  
The TCW is hosting a Movie Night  for our children.  It’s a kids’ night 
out, but that means mom and dad can have an evening out, too!  Come 
out for a movie and dinner in the parish hall.  Invite a friend.  More 
information about the movie will be coming your way.  

 
  

Mark your calendars! March 3 
Mike Boff is organizing  a workday for March 3 
from 9 a.m. until noon.  
We will be cleaning inside and out!  
 

 

Calendar of Events:   
Feb 4     Souper Bowl Sunday   Bring Chunky Soups to Church 
Feb 4     Sunday Community Friendship Dinner at 4:30 
Feb. 7    Bare Necessities  4-6 p.m. Parish Hall 
Feb 13    NO TCW Meeting ….  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner at 5:30  
Feb 14    Vestry Meeting at 12:30  Rectory - all are welcome 
Feb 21    M&M  in the Parish Hall  Game Day    1-3 p.m 
Feb 21    First of the Lenten Dinners and Program  5:30 p.m. 
Feb 23   Movie Night for the Children  
Feb 28   Lenten Dinner and Program  5:30 Parish Hall 
 
Firewood Ministry every Monday 11 a.m. 
BackYard Sports  every Monday at 3:15 - 5 
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The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration 
Diocese of Western North Carolina 

106 Saylor Lane       PO Box 130 
Bat Cave, North Carolina 28710 

Church Phone: 828.625.9244              Website:  ectransfiguration.org 

 
 

           Please pray for our Church leadership   

Worship and Education 
 
Sr. Warden 
 
Jr. Warden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Finance  
Clerk 

Fr. Wes Shields 
 
Julie Maziarka 
 
Patrick Warncke 
 
Danny Holland 
George Desjardins 
Heyward Nettles 
Rob Fye 
 
JoAnne Ellingson 
Carlann Scherping 

625.9244 
 
625.1309 
 
828.727.9258 
 
 
 
 
 
 
625.9637 

  
 

Weekly Services 
Holy Eucharist                            Sundays               8  a.m.  and   10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Healing       Wednesdays       10 a.m. 
Bible Study                                  Sun.   9 a.m.        Wed.  11 a.m.  
Children’s Sunday School         Sundays               10 a.m.  
Choir Rehearsal                          Sundays               9:15 a.m 

 
 
 

 
  
 
A little laughter before the 
Cursillo Meeting.  On the 
right, Marta and Cursillo 
Team member Flo McCarthy 
share some memories of 
Marta’s Cursillo weekend.  
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