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Message from Wes:  
 
I want to follow up with you all about the email that was sent out concerning worship. I must say that I am 
disappointed that we are not worshiping together again, but I understand the concerns. I have only heard back 
from one of you, so I am not entirely sure how you all are feeling, but I assume or maybe just hope, that many of 
you are saddened by this as well.It is important that we share our disappointments and joys with one another 
now more than ever.  
 
In an effort to see some of you, I want to try something new this coming Sunday, June 7. After you have watched 
the service, I invite you to come to the church parking lot for a drive through blessing and to receive communion. 
No one will leave their car and I would ask that if your last name begins with A- M please come from 12 to 12:30. 
If your last name is N- Z then please come from 12:30 -1. If you come during the wrong half hour you will be 
shunned and turned away. Just kidding, but if you are able do try to honor those times to avoid any traffic jams. 
For those of you who are not comfortable coming out yet, no pressure, but I want to offer something.  
 
I hope that this newsletter finds you all well and I look forward to seeing some of you on Sunday.  

  
The Binge on the Bible 

The Binge on the Bible class is based on the idea of binge watching tv shows to fill a large block 
of time while we all have more time on our hands than usual.   Instead of reading a small section of 
verses, we are reading an entire book of the Bible each week.  We started with the Gospels and Acts. 
There was a lot of great feedback on the class and so we decided to continue.  The participants 
enjoyed being able to join from home or wherever they were and to participate in a Bible study.  We will 
read the rest of the New Testament through August 12th and then discuss our next steps.  
 We discuss the books of the Bible at a fairly high level and the group leads the discussion 
direction.  We all pull out things that were meaningful or interesting and we discuss them as a group. 
The reading schedule is below, feel free to join us any Wednesday.  We meet at 5:30 and there is 
nothing wrong with enjoying your dinner while we discuss the readings.  There is an option to join on 
video chat, but there is also  a dial in number so that you can join through the phone if that's more 
comfortable for you.   The sessions aren't recorded.  If someone misses a week, it's like missing any 
other live class.  

 Please join us even if it's just for one of the books that you are particularly passionate about.  
Here is the reading schedule for June:    6/3 -  1 Corinthians    6/10 -  2 Corinthians  
                                              6/17 - Galatians and Ephesians    6/24 - Philippians and Colossians 
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The Parables 

A couple of weeks ago, I sent an email to the Church Family with an idea from  Forward Day by Day. 
The meditation for the day was about parables: “We are hardwired for story. Jesus knows this. He 
knows that stories about a wandering son or a lost sheep or seeds sown on rocky soil will soak into our 
psyches, shaping our lives as his followers. Imagine how different our reaction would be if Jesus simply 
said: Forgiveness is important; so too is having a deep faith. The End. Jesus speaks in parables so that 
the lessons of faith are not rote recitations but lived experiences—so we can understand that the 
greatest story ever told is about the love that never ends."  

And so I asked if you have a favorite parable and to share what it means to you.  Several responded. 
Some with names, and some without names.  I hope this will get you thinking about parables and how 
they may have shaped your life or your understanding of how Jesus wants us to live.  Thanks for all 
who participated!  

 

From Wes:  If I had to pick one parable it would be the seeds 
and the soil. I think it is something I can relate to and it is 
fairly clear cut. I am constantly asking myself if I am being 
good soil that produces fruit. All too often I am the shallow 
rocky soil where wheat springs up quickly but then the cares 
and concerns of this world pull me away. I want to be good 
soil but I have not yet figured out how to do it all the time. 
This parable reminds me that my actions have far reaching 
consequences beyond myself. If I want to fulfill the great commission it starts with my relationship with 
God. I have to be good soil then God will do the work in others through me.  

 

From John Davis: One of my favorite parables is the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13: 1-26).  It 
reflects different parts of my lifetime. 

 

From Lisa Fye: Luke 18:1-8 (The Parable of the Unjust Judge) has me thinking about justice or the 
lack there of in the world, and the constant quest to make all things right and equal.  It is a reminder 
that we will not always see justice occur in a human form, as we often desire.  Our broken hearts seem 
to require it.  As is stated elsewhere in the Bible God will address such things in his time.  He wants 
justice for us, as is evident in the Lord's Prayer.  I'm reminded that scripture also tells us that we will 
always have crises, always have poor with us, always have heinous human behaviour while the earth 
exists as it does.  My job is to work to a stronger faith in light of this broken world to the end result my 
faith promises! 

 



 
 

 

 

From Blaine Cox: I read Jesus's parables occasionally and 
find most are understood through the lens of culture and 
belief.  Jesus was a Jew 2,000 years ago, his followers 
were Jews and they would understand these parables in 
that time and culture.  

As belief systems changed in the period after Jesus, so did 
the way the parables were understood.  Following is my 
take on the subject parable (including a summary of its 
content. 

Jesus in this social context has the focus on "who gets a day's pay" with the challenge to be generous 
to everyone who labors.  The "householder" who agrees with the first laborers for 1 denarius (enough 
to buy several days' food for a family) to work in the vineyard continues to hire more laborers from 
time-to-the during the day telling them they would be paid "what is just".   At day's end, the householder 
pays the last to come to work 1 denarius first in front of all laborers and then all remaining laborers 1 
denarius. Those having worked all day grumbled and the householder reminded them they were paid 
the amount agreed upon at the start of the day.  "Is it not permitted to me what I wish to do with what is 
mine?  Or is your eye evil because I am good?"  

In this parable we discover that to act as God does, requires generosity to everyone. Some believe the 
jealousy of those laboring all day for the generous reward to those hired later may be the "eye evil". 

But this degree of generosity is, perhaps, unachievable for humanity to employ.  To pay all laborers an 
identical sum may be unrealistic.  Great doctors, great attorneys, great educators, etc. are usually paid 
more than their fellow practitioners but also more than those laboring in other areas. 

Perhaps the greater lesson is to release the jealousy and 
motivate yourself to be grateful for your blessings.  

 

From Jeanne Taylor:  I like the parable of the prodigal son. I 
find it a parable of hope and forgiveness, which both are so 
needy lately. 

 

 

From Diane Merrick:  Not a parable but powerful.  John 11:35. “Jesus Wept.” Says so much about 
Christ’s love for us. 

 



 
 

 

From Matthew 17:20          (Several chose this one.  Here is one response) 

Jesus said, ... Truly I tell you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you can say to this 
mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 

I believe this parable saved my life. As a teenager in a very difficult 
family situation, I was forced to go away to a boarding school where 
I didn’t know anyone. The life I had known and loved was gone, and 
I was really ALONE.  On my 3rd day at this school, I had to have an 
emergency appendectomy and neither of my parents could be 
reached to give permission to operate or to visit me. This very kind 
nurse felt sorry for me and gave me a mustard seed charm and 
shared thIs amazing scripture with me. 
At that point, my faith was about as small as that grain of mustard seed.  But God let me know that he 
was there beside me, no matter what.  I leaned mighty hard on Him.  My faith grew through many 
challenges, fears and tears those two years.  I remember apologizing to Him on many occasions for 
asking for so much help. I learned about Gratitude early on. 

I still have and wear my mustard seed. That nurse planted a seed, and it is still growing, as well as my 
desire to plant seeds, giving God the glory. 

 

 

 

From Tim Turner: All the parables are such good 
lessons. One that I think of is the parable of the 
unmerciful servant.  Jesus clearly tells us through 
this message that God will not forgive us if we do 
not forgive others.  This can be extremely difficult, 
especially when we are seemingly justified by our 
anger or struggle to forgive the wrongs others 
have done to us.  

God doesn’t categorize the extent of wrongdoings, he says we must forgive. It’s not easy to do at times 
but is critical to living a Christ filled life. It’s a lesson most take for granted these days, many people 
would rather prove a point or seek retaliation than to turn it over to God and live with peace.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
From Carlann Scherping:  Matthew 13: 27-30  “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, 
didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’  “‘An enemy did this,’ 
he replied.“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ “‘No,’ he answered, 
“because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them.  Let both grow together 
until the harvest.”  
 
This parable tells me to leave judgement to God.  When I am gardening, I sometimes pull up what I 
think is a weed to learn later that it was something I planted from seeds the previous fall, and I had just 
wiped out a nice patch of coneflower! Every now and then, the weed I might have pulled but left in 
place,  turns out to be a very interesting addition to the garden – no longer being a weed. So the 
question is, just what is a weed? In plants and in people, I am not sure I am qualified to know enough 
to be right every time.  
 
The second part of this is the collateral damage that is done when we judge others, whether it is based 
on gossip or even a truth.  Is this the Christ like behavior we want others to see and emulate?  We are 
likely to drive away the very people who need us the most.  What if we reached out and nurtured that 
person instead? Is it possible that rather than pulling those “weeds”,  we might be inviting some new 
“plants” into our garden?  So the parable tells me to leave the weed pulling to God.  I will focus on 
trying to increase the garden. 
 
 
Don’t forget about your contributions.  Even though we are not meeting, our ministries 
continue. You can mail them to POBox 130, Bat Cave 2810  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

What Have You Been Doing While Sheltering in Place? 

 

From Sara: I have been reliving my trip of a lifetime 
through all my pictures.  There are not enough words to 
explain this journey.  I had so many emotions, experiences, 
and feelings.  I will never forget what it felt like to touch 
Jesus’s tomb and the ground at Calvary where Jesus hung 
on the cross for us.  Thank you, Jesus!  Reading my Bible 
with visual images in my mind.  The picture is Via Dolorosa, 
the processional Jesus took on his way to his crucifixion in 
Jerusalem.  We took turns carrying the cross and stopping 
at all the stations of the cross.  We all sang as we walked 
“Jesus remember me when we come into your kingdom”.  

 

 
 
 
From Diane Merrick:   I have enjoyed the online compline and used to attend from time to time when I 
lived in Savannah. Chuck and I enjoy the online services at the dining room table after breakfast is 
cleared away. It’s a relaxing way to begin our Sunday and we always learn something from Wes’ 
message - whether we want to or not! 
 
 
From Wes and Laura and the Children: 
This photo was taken while they were filming Wes’s message about Creation Care. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

Happy June Birthdays!   
Nancy Nettles 10, Barbara Freeman 11, Jeanne Reichert 14,  
Janie Bell 18, Ann Robinson 24, Buddy Morrison 27 
 
 

Happy June Anniversaries!  
John and Courtney Davis 18th    and   Peter and Jeanne Reichert  28th 
 
Note: If we miss your birthday or anniversary, please let Carlann know so we can include it in our directory!  
 
 

 
Please pray for our men and women in the military and those serving in other 
areas of conflict:    Daniel Crane, Ralph Salamone, Hamilton Jordan, Hunter 
Fitzpatrick, Zach Poole, Daniel McNary, Buchanan Gault 
 
 

 Those Who Are Sick  
Gertrude, Ackie Okpych, JoAnne Okpych, Joanne Woodcock, Barbara Freeman, 

Nathan Scruggs, Chelsea Parks, Barbara Meliski, Kaitlyn McElreath, Brendan 
Parks, John & JoAnne D’Onbro, Jordan Mangyn, Teresa Wheeler, Joe, Don, Joe 

Carter, Angelique, Lynn Morehead, Zeke Riddle, Francesco Giambelluca,  
Tony Mauldin, Carlton Poutnot, Darlene Spivey, Rosa Norris, Lisa Publicover, 

Johnny Auld, Rick Covey, Susan Brooks, Richard Glassen, Ned Brown, Aaron White, Charlene Efird, 
Erna Scherping,  

Liz Adcock, Miriam McClure, Nancy Sauerwein, Malcolm Tucker, Carolyn Tucker, Dr. Thomas 
Labreche, Elliot Hodges, Harry Paulus, Paul Raines, Rich Bond, Linda Carter, Gene Seymour, Race 

Artz, the Webster family, Mary Stroman, Robert and Harriet Taylor, Gary Seymour, Carol and J 
Michaels, Joseyln Watkins, Lizzie Hindman,  

 

From the Vestry:  

Vestry meetings go on, just socially distanced!   
Message from the Sr. Warden 

I think everyone is proving that a church is 
more than a building, and I am so proud of our 
church family.  We are so blessed to have such a 
strong spiritual leader as Wes, and we treasure 
him and his wonderful family. He, as well as 
many of you, have continued to make sure our 
Outreach continues and serves our community 
where needed.    (Continued) 



 
 

There are so many people to thank.  Please forgive me if I leave someone out. Thank you all for 
continuing to support our church and its missions.  JoAnne has continued to take care of our finances 
and has kept the Vestry informed.  Carlann has kept our newsletter filled with inspiration and news from 
our church family.  Nancy has continued to look after our buildings and grounds. Thanks for all who 
have helped in this endeavor.  

Dawn has continued to keep the Bare Necessities group going with everyone working from 
home.  Crystal and Lisa have provided us with an online Bible study.  They are going to continue the 
Bible Study and have said that if you can’t participate each time, just join in when you can. 
 Wendy and Jim offer peace to all of us through 
email each Sunday.  Many of you have called and 
emailed each other to give support and to be sure 
everyone is okay during this time.  Janie Bell, Lori Loftus, 
and Amy Spanjers have made and donated hundreds of 
masks to various organizations.  

Wendy and Marily have organized a team of 
cooks who have been providing weekly meals for those 
who are home and unable to prepare nutritious meals. 
Others have been making sure birthdays are not 
forgotten. 
 I have not been to the church, but I am sure there 
have been some angels working in the spiritual garden.  I 
am also sure there are other angels in our church family doing many other wonderful things.  

Thank you all for your work, and thank you for all your messages. You are all a blessing!  
I am so blessed to work with a wonderful group of people on our Vestry.  We, as a Vestry, continue to 
meet virtually so that we can serve our Church Family and strive to be fiscally responsible.  Wes keeps 
us on task and together as we make decisions. 

If you need something or want to talk, please feel free to call me.  828 625-9255 
Love to all of you, 
Sara, Senior Warden  
 
 

Message from the Jr. Warden 

Re-roofing plans are underway! We will be meeting with the 
contractor on Monday to go over the details. Hopefully we will have a 
new roof when we return to church! 

Mike Boff,  Patrick, Michele, Tom and Nancy spent time at the 
church trimming trees, spraying the side hill and doing some weed 
whacking. Saundra and Marily continue to keep the weeds under 
control and water to the garden area.  Alice has been caring for the 
roses!                   Nancy 

 

 



 
 

A thought to ponder  
from Scott Gunn Executive Director of Forward Day by Day 

As we get to the next phase of reopening our communities and leaving the shelter of our homes, Scott 
poses some questions:  

The isolation and shut down of our lives may be ending, but is there anything different about us? Will 
we be bringing the same person into the reopening? What will our priorities look like?  
 
I wonder if we have learned anything during our journey through this unusual season.  What would God 
want us to look like, and be like, in the days ahead, as we go through, and then come out on the other 
side of this moment of reopening?  What has God been trying to tell us is truly important, and always 
has been trying to tell us, but especially in this time of shutdown, uncertainty and isolation? What would 
He change about us?  

(If you would like to send me comments, I’ll save them for the July newsletter. Carlann.) 

 

From Nancy Scott: “Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but be a new and different 
person with a fresh newness in all you do and think. Then you will learn from your own experience how 
his ways will really satisfy you.”  Romans 12: 2 (TLB) 

  

     Birthday celebrations are different, but we are 
finding  ways to  make the day special.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I love Sunday Mornings now because my family 
worships from home! 
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